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One Great Hour of  Sharing Announces 2021 Theme “Let Love Flow” 
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A Snippet of Ceresco Baptist Church History – Part 2 
(Continued from the April, 2021 Messenger) 

 

The previous article told of the fire at the church in the early morning hours of September 3, 1986.  Also, how 
church members quickly took action to reconstruct the damage and through the grace of God, make improvements. 
 

Because of the concern of the firemen, Bibles, hymnals, library books (on shelves in the Narthex) and other physi-
cal properties of the church were moved away from the fire.  Extensive damage was incurred in the front of the 
building and the rear of the sanctuary.  As the men entered the building, an explosion was heard which later was 
found to be the ¾” thick glass from the upper-story cry room (now the balcony).  As the glass fell, it damaged three 
pews, two pew cushions and a large-print Bible.  The educational wing suffered smoke damage and the “old” Fel-
lowship Room received the water. 
 

Several area churches offered use of their buildings for services however, it was the consensus that services be 
held in Ceresco.  A large white posterboard sign was attached to the church sign inviting everyone to “Come Re-
joice with us at the Ceresco Community Building on Sunday at 9:45 A.M. for Worship.”  GOD TAUGHT US TO 
GIVE THANKS FOR OUR BLESSINGS. 
 

Meetings and work began in earnest following that first Worship Service.  Since none of the Rebirth (reconstruction) 
Committee had ever experienced the devastation of fire, they were faced with a new and somewhat frightening ex-
perience.  Church Mutual, the insurance company, was contacted for names of firms for cleanup.  Consumer’s 
Power (now Consumer’s Energy) was contacted to restore power to the educational wing.  A cleanup crew was 
hired to mop, dust, wash walls and generally get rid of smoke from the educational wing and they began that task 
immediately.   That allowed Worship Services to be held in the “new” Fellowship Room for the duration of the re-
construction since the only damage to that portion of the building was smoke and later, construction dust.  A spinet 
organ, on loan from John and Betty Stange and the upright piano were used.  The room created a warm and some-
what less formal worship, but the presence of God was felt just as much and everyone was extremely thankful that 
He spared that part of the building.  GOD TAUGHT US COMMITMENT.  Our temporary sanctuary saw many activi-
ties during the week which required extra love and labor but again God’s love shown through others.  The Hanging 
of the Greens was no less exciting that year brought everyone together working on that project.  The choir present-
ed their Christmas Cantata.  GOD TAUGHT US TO WORK TOGETHER. 
 

Stars shone through holes in the roof in the sanctuary.  The independent adjuster, George Pahl, toured the build-
ing, taking inventory and asking questions.  The organ, which suffered minor water damage, the piano and pulpit 
furniture were moved to classrooms.  Forms from the adjuster to determine the insurance company’s responsibility 
were completed listing all personal property destroyed.  That was a monumental task but the Committee received 
help from others in the church. 
 

Several contractors were contacted and two placed bids – Quality Construction of Detroit and South Central Con-
tracting, Inc. of Jackson.  On Sunday afternoon, October 26, the Rebirth Committee traveled to Rives Junction Bap-
tist Church in Jackson for the purpose of looking at the workmanship of South Central.  Rives Junction was de-
stroyed by fire in January of 1986.  The work done by South Central was exceptional.  The Committee met the fol-
lowing Wednesday with the adjuster and South Central owner, Butch Morris and his assistant, Bill Braman.  The 
Rebirth Committee voted unanimously to hire South Central.  Butch requested only one thing from the Committee 
and it was that he have only one boss.  Alden Rocco and Pastor McElwain were selected to oversee the work.  
Butch had a crew at the church the following Monday, November 10, to begin work.   Alden spent so much time at 
the church during the reconstruction that his wife, Betty, threatened to take a cot to the church so he would-
n’t have to waste time coming home to sleep.   
 
The completion of the story and pictures will appear in the June Messenger. 
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May 3 Valerie Kibby 
May 3 Stephen Phelps 
May 5 Jayme Biljum 
May 5 Alex Finch 
May 6 Jared Babcock 
May 15 Marcy Bonney 
May 19 Heather Casey 
May 24 Patricia Ivey 
May 25 Diane Biljum 
May 25 Melissa Boysen 
May 26 Shawn Skinner 

May 2 Scott & Melissa Boysen 
May 6 Craig & Nicole Thomas 
May 21 Jason & Emily Ivey 

Jun 3 Reginald Matthews Jr 
Jun 4 Linda Chisholm 
Jul 9 Ed Kirkland 
Jun 10 Bud Halder 
Jun 12 Joshua Ivey 
Jun 17 Sally Beltz 
Jun 17 Barbara Gary 
Jun 18 Sally Slayton 
Jun 21 Angela Sommers 
Jun 26 James Anthony 
Jun 28 Hailey Shepherd 

Jun 22 Ed & Pam Kirkland 
 26 Justin & Heather Casey 
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