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Marshall Academy is again selling KeyCards for use at area businesses in the 
Marshall, Battle Creek, and Albion area.  They are $15 each and make great 
stocking stuffers!  Please contact Darlene Anthony 269.961.1269 to purchase 
one.  Sale ends January 8, 2021. 

Martha Circle, Minutes - November 11, 2020 

Devotions were given by Joanne Henley, reading from Tapestry of Life Devotion Book for Women, “Aging” – everyone 
wants to age gracefully.  Don’t be concerned about the outward looks, the inside is what counts.  She also read 
from Becoming a Woman of Worth Devotional, “The Thankful Woman” – keep thanking God because of Jesus Christ – our 
attitude should be one of gratitude.  Joanne then gave our opening prayer. 

Secretary / Treasurer Report – read minutes from last month.  Checking balance is $892.14 (before tonight’s activities). 

Missions – Sharon Hadley – gave an update from Jon & Amanda Good in Hungary, and an update from the missionary that 
we gave the roller bandages to.  She was very thankful for them.  They will be taken to Romania.  

Sunshine – Joanne Henley – Sent cards to Linda C., doing well now.  Barb Hoppe – lymph nodes on lungs, Penny Wood, 
Kathy Straub, Gretchen King. 

Scholarship Girl – Veronica – will be doing community service, CAA, working with early childhood, helping get books ready 
for distribution. 

RMMO Offering – motion by Ruth St. John to give $25, second by Joanne Henley.  

Scripture – Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 “Everything is Meaningless” 

Devotional $14.31, Love Gift $17.57 

Meeting closed in prayer at 7 pm with prayer by Darlene.  We then enjoyed refreshments. 



The 12 Days Of  Christmas 

   

There is one Christmas Carol that has always baffled me! What in the world do 
leaping lords, French hens, swimming swans, and especially the partridge who 
won't come out of  the pear tree have to do with Christmas? 
   

From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to prac-
tice their faith openly. Someone during that era wrote this carol as a catechism 
song for young Catholics. It has two levels of  meaning: 
   

The surface meaning plus a hidden meaning known only to members of  their 
church. Each element in the carol has a code word for a religious reality, which 
the children could remember. 
   

The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ . 
   

Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments. 
   

Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love. 
   

The four calling birds were the four gospels of  Matthew, Mark, Luke 
& John. 
   

The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, the first five books of  
the Old Testament. 
   

The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of  creation. 
   

Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of  the Holy 
Spirit:  Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Lead-
ership, and Mercy. 
   

The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes. 
   

Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruit of  the Holy Spirit-Love, Joy, 
Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and 
Self  Control. 
   

The ten lords a-leaping were the ten commandments. 
   

The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful disciples. 
   

The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of  be-
lief  in the Apostles' Creed. 
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Dec 13 Glennie Swann 
Dec 18 Ryan Boysen 
Dec 21 Rayna Sommers 
Dec 28 Donna Ruthruff 
Dec 28 Candace Ivey 
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Jan 2 John & Ruth Paschen 
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